
 

NEWS RELEASE 

Hound Ears Club celebrates 50 years in 2014 
 
BOONE, N.C. – Building on a tradition of success as western North Carolina’s epitome of mountain living, Hound Ears Club 

continues to enchant visitors and residents alike after 50 years. Hound Ears will celebrate its Golden Anniversary in 2014 with a variety 
of events that truly express the Club’s unique position as one of the region’s most celebrated “escapes” from the hectic pace of modern 
life. Envisioned in 1964 as a refuge for those seeking a gentle, yet playful, lifestyle, Hound Ears Club will look back at its heritage even 
as it looks forward to a healthy future as the premier mountain experience.  
 
The 1960s were a time of vast changes for the Boone region. Tourists had begun to discover the delights of cool summers coupled 
with accessible ski resorts in the winter. Three brothers – Grover, Harry and Spencer Robbins – were no strangers to this trend. The 
Robbins family had been instrumental in starting such tourism meccas as nearby Tweetsie Railroad and, later, Beech Mountain Ski 
Resort and Elk River Club in nearby Banner Elk. The brothers believed that a Bavarian style resort that included both a golf course and 
a ski slope would find a successful niche in the growing High Country tourism industry. They found a tract tucked away on the site of a 
former mill town, Shulls Mill in southwestern Watauga County, and in January of 1964, Hound Ears Club opened to rave reviews.  
 
As they made plans for a Clubhouse, course and ski lodge, the brothers noticed that rock outcroppings at the top of a nearby mountain 
perked up like the “ears of a hound.” Hunters in the area had already begun to call the area “Hound Ears Rocks” and the name stuck. 
Soon, the Club began to take shape. The Robbins brothers employed legendary architect Claus Moberg to design the Bavarian-
themed buildings, as well as several houses that are still beloved by owners to this day. They  also commissioned course designer 
George Cobb to design what would become a 6,400-yard course. The Hound Ears course was recently named a “Top 100 Tar Heel” 
course by Business North Carolina for the sixth consecutive year.  
 
Today, the member-owned Club remains a family-oriented mountain community. Hound Ears is known for its casual elegance and 
authentic charm and offers dining, golf, tennis, swimming, hiking, and a fitness center, as well as a full calendar of annual social events. 
With approximately 300 members, Hound Ears Club cultivates a small-town feeling, an echo of a simpler time, while still embracing the 
latest in amenities and technology. 
 
Since its inception, Hound Ears Club has contributed to the local community in many ways. For example, the Club holds an annual golf 
tournament to benefit the local hospital system. The tournament has generated hundreds of thousands of dollars to help purchase 
needed equipment for the hospital. “The tremendous support of Hound Ears Club greatly increased our ability to provide specific 
services such as cardiac care and cancer care for the people of our region,” said Appalachian Regional Healthcare System president 
Richard Sparks in a recent interview.  
 
To celebrate the milestone, Hound Ears Club will partner with the Blowing Rock Art & History Museum to present a communitywide 
historical exhibit June 20-September 7. The Club will also invite residents to experience a special Gala event as well as a 50th 
Anniversary Golf Tournament, followed by a Tour of Claus Moberg Homes. 
 
Perhaps co-founder Spencer Robbins sums up the Hound Ears experience best: “We brought a great community of involved people to 
our area. [The Club] has created new jobs and boosted the economy … and has contributed significantly to [the local] tax base. I feel 
good about what we started.”  

For more information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  

Media contact: Jason Reagan, (828) 963-2137, jreagan@houndears.com 

http://www.houndears.com/
mailto:jreagan@houndears.com


 
NEWS RELEASE 

April 17, 2014 
 

Bill Hensley: I Remember Hound Ears 
 
Note: As Hound Ears Club celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2014, the Club will publish a series of feature 
articles about the Club’s history and the many people who make the Club such an amazing community. In this 
installment, Bill Hensley, former N.C. Director of Travel and Tourism, shares some first-person reflections 
about his experience with Hound Ears Club. Bill was inducted into the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame in 
2008.  
 
By Bill F. Hensley 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Hound Ears Club which, since its inception, has become one of 
North Carolina’s premier recreational communities.  I can look back on 49 of those years, having missed the 
first year of the renowned mountain resort that was built on a whim. 

In 1965, I was Director of Travel and Tourism for the state and living in Raleigh.   

Early that summer I got a call from Grover Robbins at Hound Ears who I knew by reputation but had never met.  
He invited me to come up for a week end and bring my family.  He was anxious for us to see what he had 
created in the beautiful valley alongside the Watauga River. 

We stayed in a house overlooking the golf course and toured the scenic area from top to bottom during a two-
day stay.  My wife and I played golf while the kids spent the day at Tweetsie 
Railroad, also a Robbins brothers’ creation. 

  We met Grover, Harry and Spencer Robbins for the first time and shared lunch and 
dinner with the creative brothers.  In short order, we were discussing marketing 
plans for the resort and how to tell the world what awaited tourists in the NC High 
Country. 

That winter the family went back for a second visit and everyone learned to ski, a 
skill that became a family tradition that has lasted until today.  Our instructors were 
Kitty and Willi Falger from Austria, brought over by the Robbins’ in what proved to 
be a highly successful public relations venture. The Falgers and their Austrian 
instructors quickly became a hit with members and guests. 

It was during the winter weekend that Grover Robbins took me up in his short 
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takeoff and landing (STOL) aircraft which took off and landed on the 18th hole of the golf course. A bird’s eye 
view of the area was an unforgettable experience. 

From the beginning, Hound Ears had a list of characters as members and employees.  One of the most notable 
was Bert Shraket, a colorful and memorable bartender. He was a bald-headed, middle-aged curmudgeon whose 
sarcastic barbs could sting like a bee.  But he could take it as well as dish it out so the repartee was hilarious.  
His favorite comment to me when I can in the bar was “what the hell do you want?  Don’t you have a home?”  
And the fun would begin. 

After Bert left the club, he was replaced by Jay Little, a handsome professional dancer who left his duties 
behind the bar frequently to dance with the ladies.  He became one of the club’s best-known and most popular 
amenities. 

During the early days, Bob Kepler, the retired golf coach at Ohio State, became the golf professional, assisted 
by a popular Boone native named Tom Adams.  Kepler’s wife Gert ran the golf shop and made starting times 
which were seldom necessary.  The golf course was designed by George Cobb and became an immediate asset 
as it is today.  The scenic layout was often referred to “as the friendliest and most fun course in the state.” 

In those days Mildred Bunting was the club manager -- her husband Dick was the chef and her sister Ann Ellis 
ran the dining room. It was a smooth working family affair that lasted for at least a decade.  

An often-sassy Dorothy Smith, a London native, handled reservations and event planning for the plush 24-room 
lodge.  Her life was made more interesting by the tricks that Harry and Spencer played on her.  After she bought 
a car from one of the employees and bragged on what good condition it was in, the playful brothers told her “we 
didn’t know it could be fixed after the wreck,” which sent her into a frenzy.  And then Spencer poured a quart of 
oil on the pavement under the front of the car and showed her how much the engine was leaking. She hit the 
panic button! 

Fortunately, Mrs. Smith survived the Robbins’ humor although she lived with it daily for 20 years or more. 

I like to think back to the many members I met and played golf with.  There was former governor Terry 
Sanford; Charlotte Observer columnist Kays Gary;  Glenn Causey, who played the role of Daniel Boone in the 
outdoor drama “Horn In The West;,  Colin Stokes , who was president of the R. J. Reynolds tobacco company;  
Jim and Paul Broyhill;  Ron Fallows, Bragg McLeod and Charles Brady. 

When Southern Living magazine began publishing in 1967, the first cover of the magazine featured the Brady 
house on the cover.  The club has been in the publication many times since then. 

Over the years many celebrities were Hound Ears guests.  I vividly recall TV personalities Charles Kuralt and 
Bob Schieffer;  NY Yankee great Mickey Mantle; evangelist Billy Graham;  broadcaster Paul Harvey; movie 
star Debbie Reynolds;  golfing great Jack Nicklaus; and governors Dan Moore and Jim Holshouser. 

I may have played as many as a thousand rounds of golf on the great golf course.  My all-time low was a 78, 
and I had a hole in one (my fourth) on the across-the-water 7th hole.  Every time I play the par five sixth hole, I 
remember playing with a long-hitting dentist from Knoxville, whose name I can’t recall, hitting a driver and a 
nine iron to the green and making an eagle. 

And in a round with Spencer Robbins, he was even par after eight holes and hadn’t made a par. He had made 
four birdies and four bogeys.  He finally made par on the ninth hole for a hot 36. 
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And the memories go on, including dozens of travel writers visits to promote the place, bringing in some of the 
nation’s top journalists; great dinner parties with Kenneth and Gerry Wilcox, Bill and Pat Beck, Ty and Pat 
Boyd, Betty Jane and Johnny Dillon, Margaret and Jerry Moore and countless others, and working with golf 
pros Peter Rucker and Kent Shelton and long-time golf course superintendent John Tester. 

I’m delighted that Grover conceived the idea to create a resort/club on a whim because a golf course he was 
playing in the area was crowded and slow. He gave me a lifetime of precious memories. 

 

 

Centrally located near Boone, Blowing Rock and Banner Elk, N.C., Hound Ears Club comprises 750 acres nestled in 

the Blue Ridge Mountains. Established in 1964, the private community’s golf course was recently named a “Top 100 

Tar Heel” course by Business North Carolina for the sixth consecutive year.  

Hound Ears will celebrate its Golden Anniversary in 2014 with a variety of events that truly express the Club’s unique 

position as one of the region’s most celebrated “escapes” from the hectic pace of modern life. Envisioned in 1964 as a 

refuge for those seeking a gentle, yet playful, lifestyle, Hound Ears Club will look back at its heritage even as it looks 

forward to a healthy future as the premier mountain experience. 

For more information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  

### 

Media contact: Jason Reagan, (828) 963-2137, jreagan@houndears.com 
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Freda Nicholson reflects on Hound Ears 
Club 50th anniversary 

 

Freda Nicholson knows a lot about firsts.  

She was the first president and CEO of Discovery Place, one of Charlotte’s top museums. As a result, she 
was also one of the first women to helm a major metropolitan museum in the U.S.  

In addition, Freda was the first woman to win the Excellence in Management Award presented by the 
Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, Charlotte Rotary Club of Charlotte and The Business Journal of 
Charlotte in 1996.  

And, she and her husband, retired surgeon Dr. Henry H. “Nick” Nicholson, Jr., were one of the first 
couples to buy a lot and build a house at Hound Ears Club. Naturally, Freda served as the first female 
president of the Club’s Board in 2005. 

The Nicholsons are one of the few couples who have been members of Hound Ears Club over the entire 
50 years of the Club’s history.   

In 1964, Hound Ears Club was known for skiing as much as golf, boasting a small, but popular ski run 
behind what is now the Clubhouse.  Marcus Hickman, attorney for Hound Ears co-founder Grover 
Robbins, invited the Nicholsons for a visit after Nick performed surgery on him. While Nick enjoyed the 
ski slope, Freda had other concerns as she was pregnant with their fourth son.  

Freda said the beauty of the area, coupled with its accessibility to Charlotte, made Hound Ears a perfect 
mountain retreat for a growing family.  

http://www.discoveryplace.org/
http://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/stories/1996/11/25/editorial2.html?page=all


“We have thoroughly enjoyed our time at Hound Ears Club,” she said.  

But despite her initial enchantment with the mountains, Freda expressed some apprehension when Nick 
discussed buying a lot 50 years ago. “I thought he’d lost his mind when we bought the lot,” she joked. 
“Here we were expecting our fourth child, and we didn’t have a lot of money at that point.” 

However, Freda said she knew their little slice of mountain paradise would soon be a valuable fixture in 
their family life. By 1965, the couple had completed an A-frame house and would expand it over the 
years to encompass their large family. They still own that house today and reside there throughout most 
summers.  

Even as their Hound Ears house took shape and grew, Freda began to build an equally strong edifice in 
Charlotte as one of the co-founders of Discovery Place. 

Freda had been teaching nursing at the University of North Carolina-Charlotte when she was asked to 
help develop an exhibit for the nearby Charlotte Nature Museum in 1978. Discovering a knack for 
museum management, Freda was named the first president and CEO of Discovery Place, a spinoff of the 
Nature Museum. In 1981, Discovery Place opened its doors with 72,000 square feet of space and has 
since grown to a 160,000-square-foot facility in uptown Charlotte. During her tenure, Freda was 
responsible for a $5-to-$6-million-per-year operation. 

“If we educate adults, they will be more likely to vote as responsible science-literate people for issues 
that are important to our environment and health as a nation,” Freda said of the museum’s purpose in a 
1996 speech. “If we educate the young in science, we will all benefit.” 

During the early 1980s, women in museum leadership positions were rare. “It was me and one other 
woman in Ohio,” Nicholson said in a 2005 Charlotte Observer interview. 
“We were the only ones. It was a different time and place.” 

Recognizing her vast contributions, the Charlotte Convention and Visitors 
Bureau presented a lifetime achievement award to Freda in 1998 “for her 
contribution to the area's travel and tourism industry.” During that time, 
Nick also served with the N.C. Air National Guard, retiring as a colonel.  

 

Despite juggling successful careers as museum president and noted surgeon 
(not to mention raising six children), the Nicholsons have always found time to visit Hound Ears Club and 
have been able to expand their residency following their retirements – Nick in 1999 and Freda in 2001.  

Freda recalls many fond memories of Club life. In the early years, the Club founders worked to maintain 
an image of a Bavarian ski lodge -- both in the design of the Clubhouse and in the first homes. “There 
was special entertainment in the Clubhouse every weekend,” she said, and it was not uncommon to see 
ski instructors roaming the Clubhouse singing and yodeling.  

http://www.charlottenaturemuseum.org/about/


Although Freda and Nick have always been avid golfers, Freda said she especially enjoyed the ski slope, 
which closed in the 1980s“It was a great place to teach six children how to ski,” she said, adding that the 
Club served as a family-friendly way to get their children out of the city for a weekend or holiday.  

After the Club shifted from developer-owned to a member-owned equity model, Freda was once again 
sought for her leadership skills, becoming the Club’s first female Board president in 2005.  

“I certainly learned a lot more about the Club’s activities,” she said of her tenure, adding that “having a 
financially stable year was a wonderful accomplishment” for which she was thankful.  

Although she and Nick have long enjoyed the world-class golf, dining and pool at Hound Ears, Freda said 
the people have made their Club experience a cut above the rest.  

“The employees have always been great -- just above and beyond,” she said, adding that the longevity of 
so many employees has created a feeling of close-knit community at Hound Ears.  “They have made sure 
you were taken care of … I always felt very safe with six children. I knew if I needed them they would be 
there,” she added.  

“We’ve always thought Hound Ears was special,” she said. 

Hound Ears is celebrating its Golden Anniversary in 2014 with a variety of events that express the Club’s 
unique position as one of the region’s most celebrated “escapes” from the hectic pace of modern life. 
Envisioned in 1964 as a refuge for those seeking a gentle, yet playful, lifestyle, Hound Ears Club will look 
back at its heritage even as it looks forward to a healthy future as the premier mountain experience.  

Today, the member-owned Club remains a family-oriented mountain community. Hound Ears is known 
for its casual elegance and authentic charm and offers dining, golf, tennis, swimming, hiking, and a 
fitness center, as well as a full calendar of annual social events. With approximately 300 members, 
Hound Ears Club cultivates a small-town feeling, an echo of a simpler time, while still embracing the 
latest in amenities and technology. 

Since its inception, Hound Ears Club has contributed to the local community in many ways. For example, 
the Club holds an annual golf tournament benefitting the local hospital system. The tournament has 
generated hundreds of thousands of dollars to help purchase needed equipment for the hospital. “The 
tremendous support of Hound Ears Club greatly increased our ability to provide specific services such as 
cardiac care and cancer care for the people of our region,” said Appalachian Regional Healthcare System 
president Richard Sparks in a recent interview.  

To celebrate the milestone, Hound Ears Club will partner with the Blowing Rock Art & History Museum 
to present a communitywide historical exhibit June 20-September 7. The Club will also invite residents 
to experience a special Gala event as well as a 50th Anniversary Golf Tournament, followed by a Tour of 
Claus Moberg Homes. 

For more information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  

http://www.houndears.com/


 

CAPTION: Hound Ears Club co-founders Harry and Spencer Robbins (far left and far right) welcome 
famed golfer Jack Nicklaus to Hound Ears Club in 1982.  

‘Spencer did all the work’ 

Robbins brother recalls a career of glamour 
and hard work at Hound Ears 
By Jason Reagan 

Mention the history of Hound Ears Club to most local experts and two names immediately pop up: 
brothers and Club founders Grover and Harry Robbins.  

And while the brothers’ names will always be synonymous with the Club’s success and its upcoming 50th 
anniversary in June, there is another Robbins’ brother whose behind-the-scenes work provided 
inspiration for what Hound Ears would become -- a refuge for those seeking a tranquil, yet playful, 
lifestyle with award-winning golf, tennis, fitness and dining.  

Spencer Robbins is better known throughout the High Country as the guiding force behind nearby Elk 
River Club, but, in the early 1960s, he helped his brothers define what Hound Ears would eventually 
become after he found himself in a new job further east.  

Inspiration from the Sand Hills 
By the end of the 1950s, the Robbins family had already established a high-profile reputation in the 
region with the establishment of Wild West amusement park Tweetsie Railroad and the scenic 
attraction, The Blowing Rock – both of which Spencer helped develop.  

By 1960, Spencer was ready for a new adventure, as well as something more to do during the non-
summer months. In addition to his work with the family tourist attractions, he and his wife Grace (no 
commas) operated the Chuckwagon Restaurant in Blowing Rock (located where the ABC store now sits), 
which closed at the end of every summer.  

“In 1960, we began living in Southern Pines for the winter,” he said in an interview. “I needed a job, so I 
went to Pine Needles Lodge and Golf Club and talked to (co-owner) Warren Bell. He said, ‘My bartender 

http://tweetsie.com/
http://www.theblowingrock.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/iYaT8


quit, so I need a bartender.’ I told him my only experience was at the other side of the bar. He hired me 
anyway — but not as a bartender.”  

Spencer served as Bell’s assistant until 1961. Grover visited Spencer several times and began to see the 
vision for Hound Ears in the Sand Hills courses of Pine Needles.  

“My experience at Pine Needles led us to build Hound Ears Club. We thought a lodge and golf course in 
the mountains would do well in the summer,” Spencer said. “We didn’t plan to build all those condos 
and houses — they just happened over time.” 

“Grover was the idea person; Harry was the front man and Spencer did all the work,” golf writer Bill 
Hensley said.  

In 1964, Grover asked Spencer to use his problem-solving skills to fix some issues with one of their 
newer attractions – three-year old Rebel Railroad in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.  Spencer and family moved to 
Gatlinburg and helped transform the attraction into a success -- so successful in fact that, in 1976, the 
Robbins family sold it to Jack and Pete Herschend of Branson, Mo. who then sold it in 1986 to a certain 
country music star who renamed the park Dollywood.  

Although Spencer steered Rebel Railroad on track (pun intended), he and his family soon grew to miss 
the cool summers of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  

Speaking of Pigeon Forge, Spencer said, “It’s hotter than blazes over there! I didn’t like it. But we did get 
the railroad going.” Returning to North Carolina, Spencer convinced several club members from Pine 
Needles to give the nascent Hound Ears Club a try, while he also helped  (misplaced modifier) operate 
Tweetsie and other Robbins’ attractions. 

After Grover died in 1970, management of Hound Ears fell upon Harry and Spencer. Although the 
brothers co-managed the Club, Spencer especially drew upon his experience as a restaurateur, 
recruiting several chefs and food-and-beverage managers from across the Southeast.  

 

From Radio Icons to Galactic Princesses 
One of Spencer’s greatest joys in working at Hound Ears Club for so many decades was meeting the 
many famous people who passed through the Club gates. 

Paul Harvey stayed at Hound Ears in 1973, when he served as the emcee at Tweetsie’s Old Timers Day 
(click here to read “The Rest of the Story”). 

When Beech Mountain held a Snow Carnival in 1969, Grand Marshal Mickey Mantle stayed at – you 
guessed it – the Lodge at Hound Ears.  

“He and I played golf in January at Hound Ears,” Spencer recalls. “He was a really good golfer.” 

http://www.johnsonsdepot.com/crumley/tour14.htm


When Spencer began plans to develop Elk River in 1982, he looked to Arnold Palmer as a possible course 
designer.  “I had been trading cars with Arnold Palmer for years at his Cadillac dealership in Charlotte, 
and he kept saying he wanted to fly up and look at the property,” he said.  

However, prior engagements delayed Palmer’s visit,  so Spencer and Harry decided “what the heck, we’d 
call Jack Nicklaus.” 

 “Jack said he’d heard about Hound Ears Club. If we didn’t mind, he said he’d like to bring his wife, 
Barbara, with him to come visit us that weekend,” he added. After his visit, Nicklaus decided to design 
Elk River.  

Spencer’s “elbow-rubbing” with Hollywood stars increased in 1970 when the brothers opened Land of 
Oz in Beech Mountain. The amusement park featured costumed actors, rides built to resemble key film 
plot points and a museum filled with Oz memorabilia.  

Before the park opened, Spencer traveled to California to bid on museum artifacts from the 1939 film. 
He found his top auction competitor to be acting icon Debbie Reynolds. Rather than face a protracted, 
expensive bidding war for the items, Spencer convinced Reynolds to not bid on them in exchange for 
their use during the winter months at her museum in California (when the Land of Oz would not need 
them).  

As part of the deal, Reynolds agreed to cut the ribbon at the Land of Oz on its opening day (which saw 
20,000 visitors). She and her daughter, Carrie Fisher, stayed at Hound Ears. Yes, Hound Ears even has a 
connection to that “galaxy far, far away.” While many New England inns can say, “George Washington 
slept here,” Hound Ears can proudly proclaim “Princess Leia slept here.” 

Veteran CBS journalist Bob Schieffer and his wife used to stay at the Lodge at Hound Ears in the 1980s 
while their two daughters attended nearby Camp Yonahlossee, which was then an all-girls camp. 

Finally, Darby Hinton, who played Israel Boone with Fess Parker in the hit TV series Daniel Boone, often 
stayed at Hound Ears, Spencer said, and took golf lessons from noted professional Bob Kepler.  

 

A Friend to the Community 
These days, the name Robbins is synonymous with the High Country’s success as a tourist mecca and 
golfers’  mountain paradise.  

Along with his brothers, Spencer helped launch Beech Mountain and Land Harbor as well as the many 
other attractions that have placed the Boone area on the map. The family has received numerous 
national, state and regional awards for their economic contributions as well as for their philanthropy.  

In 2003, North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry (NCCBI) praised Spencer and his brothers 
(Grover succumbed to cancer in 1970and Harry passed away in 2007) for their contribution to North 
Carolina’s economy.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darby_Hinton


“I hope the members of NCCBI grasp the message that was conveyed so eloquently by Spencer Robbins, 
whose family has been involved with Tweetsie, Hound Ears Club and Elk River Country Club,” NCBI 
President Phil Kirk said.  

“Spencer says he is a land developer, but we happen to believe that he is a land preservationist who 
happens to also provide homes, healthy lifestyles and entertainment venues for thousands. The Robbins 
family lives here, too. They want to do it the right way, the neighborly way. That’s a life lesson for all of 
us in North Carolina.” 

In 2011, the Appalachian Regional Healthcare Foundation presented Spencer with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in recognition of his “Exceptional Insight and Leadership.” The award honors his 
contributions to the medical community in recognition of the annual golf tournament he and brother 
Harry started in the 1970s to honor Grover’s memory. The funds raised helped buy cancer detection 
equipment, as well as helping to build and equip the Seby B. Jones Regional Cancer Center.  

“[Spencer and Harry] were the first to step up and make a substantial commitment to healthcare in this 
community,” Richard Sparks, President and CEO of Appalachian Regional Healthcare System, said.  

At 86, Spencer still works just about every day at his Elk River office in Banner Elk. He and Grace have 
four children and six grandchildren. His son, Rick, has served as president of the American Society of 
Golf Course architects and has worked as a golf-course architect for 39 years. 

In 2014, Hound Ears is celebrating many pioneers like Spencer Robbins, along with its Golden 
Anniversary, with a variety of events that express the Club’s unique position as one of the region’s most 
celebrated “escapes” from the hectic pace of modern life. Envisioned in 1964 as a refuge for those 
seeking an experience of casual mountain luxury, Hound Ears Club will look back at its heritage even as it 
looks forward to a healthy future as the  premier mountain experience in the High Country.  

Today, the member-owned Club remains a family-oriented mountain community. Hound Ears is known 
for its casual elegance and authentic charm and offers dining, golf, tennis, swimming, hiking, and a 
fitness center, as well as a full calendar of annual social events. With approximately 300 members, 
Hound Ears Club cultivates a small-town feeling, an echo of a simpler time, while still embracing the 
latest in amenities and technology. 

To celebrate the milestone, Hound Ears Club will partner with the Blowing Rock Art & History Museum 
to present a communitywide historical exhibit June 20-September 7. The Club will also invite residents 
to experience a special Gala event as well as a 50th Anniversary Golf Tournament, followed by a Tour of 
Claus Moberg Homes. 

For more information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  

http://www.houndears.com/
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Hound Ears Real Estate reports banner year in 2014 
 
BOONE, N.C. – Hound Ears Club Real Estate demonstrated once again why it offers the highest elevation of real-estate 
service to one of the top private communities in the High Country.  
 
In 2014, Hound Ears Real Estate served as either the listing or selling firm for 17 out of 21 total homes at Hound Ears Club, 
representing 81 percent of total real-estate activity in 2014. The firm, which employs Director of Real Estate John Morris 
as Broker in Charge, served as the selling firm for $6.1 million of the total $8.5 million in sales volume for 2014 --- 
representing 72 percent of total sales volume for the private mountain community.  
 
“We could not be happier with our success in 2014,” Morris said. “We’re confident this banner year is just a preview of even 
better things to come in 2015.” Morris added that the firm’s success also contributes to the success of Hound Ears Club 
since the firm is a department of the club. “Because 2014 was amazing in terms of sales, Hound Ears Real Estate will be 
contributing a six-figure amount to the Club’s capital reserves,” he said, which in turn mitigates capital assessment needs. 
“What’s good for Hound Ears Real Estate is good for Hound Ears Club,” 
Morris added.   
 
Morris’ enthusiasm for Hound Ears Real Estate is shared by its clients. 
Dr. James McLean Love of Greensboro lauded the firm for the 
professional manner in which it handled the listing, marketing and 
recent sale of his home at Hound Ears Club.  
 
“[Hound Ears Real Estate’s] expertise, experience as well as their 
straightforward and reassuring manner made me very comfortable with our decisions in dealing with interested buyers and 
the new owners,” Love said. “As first-time sellers they thoughtfully educated us regarding the market’s limitations and 
correctly forecasted the approximate time to sell.” 
 
Working with Morris and Realtor Meghan Kress, the Love’s opened their home to the community during the Club’s 50th 
Anniversary Claus Moberg Tour of Homes in July 2014. The Tour highlighted homes designed by legendary architect 
Moberg, who added a unique Bavarian theme to Hound Ears’ homes from the Club’s inception in 1964.  
 
“The feedback from those [Tour] visitors was excellent and no doubt made our home a topic of conversation among 
potential buyers.” 
 
Reflecting the firm’s flexibility, Hound Ears Real Estate facilitated the sale of homes from as high as $995,000 to smaller 
homes and condos in the $250,000-$400,000 range in 2014. “We offer the same level of real-estate professionalism to the 
least expensive property sale up to the peak of mountain luxury homes,” Morris said.  

For more information about Hound Ears Real Estate, call 828-963-4301 or e-mail jmorris@houndears.com. For more 
information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  

Media contact: Jason Reagan, (828)963-2137, jreagan@houndears.com 

To access detailed data about 
Hound Ears home sales in 2014, 
click here. 
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Hound Ears Open raises more than $130K for Chestnut 
Ridge 
 
BOONE, N.C. – Building on a rich history of service to the High Country community, Hound Ears Club 
recently completed a successful fundraising effort, the 14th annual Hound Ears Open on Aug. 7-8.  
 
Proceeds from the Open -- as well as other donations -- exceeded $130,000. The two-day event included a 
golf tournament, putting contest, cocktail party, live auction, silent auction and raffle.  
 
The 2015 Hound Ears Open will benefit Chestnut Ridge, Appalachian Regional Healthcare System's 
proposed post-acute care rehabilitative facility in Blowing Rock. The Open represents the final phase of a 
five-year goal to contribute to the creation of the post-acute care rehabilitative facility. The facility will 
capitalize on a neighborhood concept and provide rehabilitation services, memory support care, 
extended care, palliative care and primary care in an on-site outpatient clinic. Over the past five years, the 
Hound Ears Open raised in excess of $500,000. The Gymnasium/Physical Therapy area of the facility will 
be named after Hound Ears Club.   
 
“The Appalachian Regional Healthcare System is a vital part of this vibrant community and we are 
honored to be working with them.  Hound Ears residents are very fortunate to have a modern medical 
system right here in our county,” said Hound Ears Club member and Open co-chair Libba Gaither. Along 
with Gaither, Hound Ears Club member Alma Greene served as co-chair. 
 
For the past five decades, Hound Ears Club has supported many community-based projects benefitting 
the High Country’s regional healthcare system – including the Seby B. Jones Regional Cancer Center, 
Blowing Rock Rehabilitation/Davant Extended Care Center and the ARHS Cardiology Center in Boone.  
 
“In planning this event, we began meeting with the Hound Ears committee many months ago,” said Rob 
Hudspeth, ARHA Senior Vice President for System Advancement. “It was apparent from the beginning 
that they were committed to being successful with this fundraiser,” he added. “In fact, their dedication to 
Appalachian Regional Healthcare System throughout the years has been tremendous. We so much 
appreciate their support for Chestnut Ridge and look forward to standing beside them next summer at 
the ribbon-cutting.”  
 
The history of the Hound Ears Open stretches back to 1970. Following the death of Hound Ears co-
founder Grover Robbins from cancer, brothers Spencer and Harry Robbins launched a golf tournament to 
honor Grover’s memory; the Open continued to grow in scope and size from there.  

Centrally located near Boone, Blowing Rock and Banner Elk, N.C., Hound Ears Club comprises 750 acres 
nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Established in 1964, the private community’s golf course was 

http://www.chestnutridgeblowingrock.org/index.php


recently named a “Top 100 Tar Heel” course by Business North Carolina for the seventh consecutive year. 
Memberships are available for residents and non-residents.  

For more information, visit the Hound Ears Club website at houndears.com.  
### 
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SIDEBAR 
 
First Tee and Gold Hole Sponsors ($1,200 and 
above) 
TOM & DOTTIE ABRAMOWSKI 
BONNIE ALTER & TERRY AINSWORTH 
PARKER & LESLEY BARNES 
JEANETTE BLICKLE 
BOB & PAT BRINEGAR 
BROYHILL FAMILY FOUNDATION 
NICK FRIEDMAN 
MIKE & LIBBA GAITHER 
DON & ALMA GREENE 
EMILY B. HARRELL 
JACK & DEBBIE HAWN 
DWIGHT & KATHY JUNDT 
CORNELIA & DICK MATSON 
ROGER & HELEN MICHELSON 
REINHOLD & JENNIFER PREIK 
GAIL & DAN SETTLE 
RICHARD SPARKS 
SCOTT & JANE SULLIVAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Hound Ears Open Committee 
Libba Gaither, Co-chair 
Alma Greene, Co-chair 
Bonnie Alter & Terry Ainsworth 
Janet Breedlove 
Martha Calhoun 
Dennis and Donna Crisp 
LaRonda Feimster 
Elaine Gross 
Beachy Harrell 
Barry Hersh 
Dwight and Kathy Jundt 
Cindy Kovalcin 
Katherine LeSage 
Brenda Puck 
Larry and Nanci Tolbert-Nance 
Roger Michelson, Honorary Chair 
Don Vance, COO/General Manager, Hound Ears 
Colin Crothers, Director of Tennis 
Peter Rucker, Director of Golf 
John McManus, Director of Food and Beverage 
Jason Reagan, Director of Communications and 
Membership Relations 
Denise Jarvis, Executive Assistant   
Jessica Powell, Development Officer-ARHS 

 

http://www.houndears.com/
mailto:jreagan@houndears.com

	Charity Event Results Press Release.pdf
	NOTE TO EDITORS: PHOTO INCLUDED WITH THIS RELEASE:

	Hound Ears Club 50th Robbins.pdf
	Robbins brother recalls a career of glamour and hard work at Hound Ears
	Inspiration from the Sand Hills
	From Radio Icons to Galactic Princesses
	A Friend to the Community



